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In the case of rent increases since 1 January 2017:
Request to check/reduce basic rent!
Background:
In April 2017, the Berlin Senate entered into a Cooperation Agreement with municipal landlords which, among other things, sets a new ceiling for rent increases. It applies to rent increases that were or are made from 1 January 2017, and also retroactively for rent increases that have already been in effect as of 1 January 2017.
Who can make a request?
This relates to all tenants of municipal housing associations (degewo, GESOBAU, Gewobag, HOWOGE, STADT UND LAND and WBM) whose basic rent has increased since 1 January 2017 – and specifically by more than 30 euros a month or more than 8% of the rent paid in the past four years. Those who are not sure whether their rent increase falls under the new regulation should also submit the request.
How is the request made?
It is sufficient to submit an informal, written request. A text template in Word format can be downloaded under the link “Musterantrag” (Sample Request). The request can be sent by post to the landlord or handed over personally in the service office or customer centre.
What happens with the request?
The housing association shall examine the requests, if necessary reduce the increased amount to the agreed level, and credit the full excess amount paid since the due date to the tenant’s account.
Addresses of the municipal housing associations
	degewo AG
Potsdamer Strasse 60 
10785 Berlin


	HOWOGE Wohnungsbaugesellschaft mbH 

Ferdinand-Schultze-Strasse 71
13055 Berlin 



	GESOBAU AG
Wilhelmsruher Damm 142
13439 Berlin


	STADT UND LAND Wohnbauten-Gesellschaft mbH

Werbellinstrasse 12
12053 Berlin



	Gewobag Wohnungsbau-Aktiengesellschaft Berlin 
Postfach 21 04 50

10504 Berlin


	WBM – Wohnungsbaugesellschaft Berlin-Mitte mbH

Dircksenstrasse 38

10178 Berlin




Sample for a tenant request form:
Request for compliance with the criteria set out in Item 7.2 of the “Affordable rents, new housing and social housing provision” Cooperation Agreement concluded with the municipal housing associations
My name is ……............ and I am tenant of the ...................... municipal housing association.
I hereby request a reduction in my rent in accordance with Regulation 7.2 of the Cooperation Agreement.
Please check the validity of your rent increase declaration from ........... and whether the rent increase demand accords with the regulation in the new Cooperation Agreement.
Yours faithfully,
…………………………………
(Signature)
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